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The Regional District of Okanagan-
Similkameen is pleased to announce 
that Selby Park, located on the 
West Bench, is one of the fortunate  
recipients of a hundred and forty 
70th Anniversary Dutch-Canadian 
Friendship Tulip Gardens. The gardens 
are being planted across Canada in 
celebration of the first gift of 100,000 
Dutch tulip bulbs sent to Canadians in 
1945 as a symbol of appreciation for 
the role Canadian soldiers played in 
the liberation of the Netherlands and 
the hospitality Canada provided to the 
Dutch Royal Family in Ottawa during 
WWII.

“We feel very fortunate to have 
received one of these Gardens” said 
Electoral Area “F” Director, Michael 
Brydon. “We understand that the 
Canadian Garden Council, the 
organization behind the Friendship 
Tulip Garden program, received more 
than 400 applications.”
The garden, which consists of 700 
red and white tulip bulbs, that were 
generously donated by Vesey’s Bulbs 
of PEI, were planted on October 21, 

2015 in Selby Park, 2224 West Bench 
Drive.  

Students from West Bench Elementary, 
Veterans and the public attended the 
planting ceremony where the story 
of the Dutch princess born in Ottawa 
during WWII and the history of the 
enduring friendship bond between 
Canada and the Netherlands was 
shared.

Electoral Area “F” Parks Commission 
Chair, Heather Allen, was thrilled to 
hear the news that Selby Park on 
the West Bench was awarded the 
Dutch-Canadian Friendship Tulip 
Garden. “This is a great honour for our 
community as it ties in wonderfully 
with the Veterans Tribute Project 
and it is exciting to have the West 
Bench School children involved in the 
planting”.

The garden, and the other 139 
gardens planted across the country, 
will be symbolically linked to a 
70th Anniversary Dutch-Canadian 
Friendship Tulip Garden to be planted 
this fall in our nation’s capital by the 

National Capital Commission and 
showcased during the 2016 Canadian 
Tulip Festival.

The garden will also be featured on 
the 2016 edition of Canada’s Garden 
Route, www.canadasgardenroute.ca 

Regional District of Okanagan-
Similkameen would like to thank 
Sue Gibbons for submitting the 
winning Friendship Tulip Garden 
application as well as all those that 
made this heartwarming program 
possible:  Canadian Garden Council, 
Vesey’s Bulbs, Canada Post, National 
Capital Commission, Canadian Tulip 
Festival, Canadian Nursery Landscape 
Association, Garden Making magazine, 
Chimpanzee, Baxter Travel Media, 
Enterprise Canada, Gardens BC, 
Québec Gardens’ Association and the 
Ontario Garden Tourism Coalition.

RDOS Awarded 70th Anniversary Dutch-Canadian Friendship Tulip Garden



The Regional District of 
Okanagan-Similkameen (RDOS) 
is pleased to announce that 
Okanagan Falls Parks and 
Recreation has received a grant 
from the Government of Canada 
under the New Horizons for 
Seniors Program to build a wheel 
chair ramp which will provide 
universal accessibility to the 
community centre. 
The mission statement of 
the Okanagan Falls Parks and 
Recreation Commission is to 

enhance the quality of life for 
Okanagan Falls and District 
residents by partnering, planning 
and delivering a wide range of 
superior parks and recreation 
facilities, services, programs and 
community events. 
The community centre is a hub for 
community based events such as 
recreation programs, meetings 
and various club activities;  and 
the new ramp will help facilitate 
participation from seniors and 
members of the community 

who are mobility challenged. 
The goal of the community is to 
expand the health and wellness 
programs to include people with 
mobility issues. 
A key success driver for the RDOS is 
to develop socially, economically, 
and environmentally sustainable 
communities throughout the 
region. The addition of the wheel 
chair ramp in Okanagan Falls 
is a great example of working 
towards this goal. 

Things are Ramping up in Okanagan Falls
Left to Right - Shona Schleppe, Judy Mortenson, Elaine Chernoff, Vickie Hansen, Nancy Wigley, Thelma Detjen,  Janet Black,  Mary Findlater, Edward Findlater
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Olalla Water System Upgrades
The Regional District of Okanagan-
Similkameen (RDOS) is pleased to 
announce the award for the design 
of watermain upgrades for the Olalla 
Water System to WSP Canada and the 
communications system upgrade and 
transfer switch installation to Interior 
Instruments. 
A Request for Proposals (RFP) was 
released seeking qualified consultants 
to provide a complete set of engineered 
design drawings, cost estimates, 
tendering and construction services for 
the Olalla Water System upgrades.
A large part of the water system was 
upgraded in 1998/1999 which included 
construction of a new well with pump, 
a concrete reservoir, a pump house 
complete with electrical controls and 
various watermain replacements. The 
remaining old watermains will now 
be upgraded to further the efforts in 
reducing leakage within the Olalla Water 
System. 
The design and cost estimates for all the 
remaining replacement work within the 
system started this week. The construction 
of the watermains will be completed in 
phases. Tendering and construction for 

Phase 1 of the replacement project is 
expected to occur in the spring of 2016. 
Additional phases may be added to the 
spring construction work depending on 
available budget. 
The other main upgrade area for the 
Olalla Water System is the communication 
system. There have been frequent issues 
with the current system causing RDOS 
operations staff to spend valuable time 
with false alarms and troubleshooting. 
Also, the Olalla Water System currently 
does not have the ability to generate 
back-up power during a power outage. 
The Regional District has retained 
Interior Instruments to upgrade the 
communications system and install a 
transfer switch to allow for a portable 
generator that can be utilized in the case 
of a power outage ensuring delivery of 
water to the Olalla system users. It is 
expected that this communication system 
work will be complete before the end of 
the year.
The Regional District continues to 
strive to develop an environmentally 
sustainable community and meet public 
needs through the development and 
implementation of key services.
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The Board of Directors awarded the 
consulting work for the Organics 
Consultant to SLR Consultants 
(Canada) Ltd. in the amount of 
$108,420.  The Consultant will 
be obtaining costs and benefits 
for sending organic waste to 
potential private compost facilities, 
comparing public and private 
sector options and preparing 
a recommendation on how to 
proceed.  The consultants will be 
determining where best to go, how 
best to transport and how best to 
process the organic waste. 

The Board of Directors adopted the 
RDOS Property Tax Exemption Bylaw 
for 2015.  The Board may grant an 
exemption to eligible organizations 
from taxes payable to the RDOS for 
the upcoming tax year.  The 2016 
Property Tax Exemptions will go to 
the following:
- Osoyoos Wildlife Federation 
- Keremeos-Cawston Sportsmen 

Association 
- South Okanagan Sportsmen 

Association 
- South Okanagan Sportsmen 

Association 
- Fairview Mountain Golf Club 

Society 
- OK Falls Heritage & Museum 

Society 
- City of Penticton - golf course 

- Nickel Plate X-Country Ski Club 
- Princeton Golf Club
- Hedley Sports Association
- Keremeos Elks Lodge
- Okanagan Falls United Church
- Naramata Museum Society (RDOS 

Ownership)
- Penticton Shooting Sports 

Association 
- The Natures Trust

The Board of Directors adopted the 
Naramata Water System Back-Up 
Power Loan Authorization bylaw 
which authorizes the borrowing of 
a sum not more that one million 
dollars for the acquisition and 
installation of back up generator 
power for the community water 
utility.  As well the Board gave three 
readings to the Naramata Fire Truck 
Acquisition Loan Authorization 
bylaw which provides the authority 
to borrow a sum of not more than 
four hundred thousand for the 
acquisition of a fire truck in and for 
the Naramata Fire Prevention and 
Suppression local service.

The RDOS engaged consultants in 
2014 to conduct an inventory of 
assets and measure their heritage 
value based on a set of variables.  
A plan to record and develop a 

program to protect the assets has 
been developed and was adopted by 
the Board of Directors in September 
2015.  A Regional Heritage service 
must be established to maximize 
heritage conservation throughout 
the region, and the Board has given 
three readings to a bylaw which 
would see that service created.  The 
bylaw will be presented to member 
municipalities in the coming weeks 
and consent from all parties must 
be obtained for a regional service 
to be established.  

The Board of Directors have 
supported the application to 
the Union of British Columbia 
Municipalities (UBCM) for the 
2016 Age-friendly Community 
Planning Project Grant.  UBCM in 
co-operation with the Province 
has opened a grant program 
under the Seniors Housing and 
Support Initiative to assist local 
governments in planning for an 
aging population.  Okanagan Falls 
was awarded a $20,000 grant in 
2014 to complete an age-friendly 
assessment and again in 2015 for 
the implementation of programs, 
creation of partnerships and 
resource development.  

RDOS BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Selected highlights from the regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the
Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen held October 1 and October 15.

Mayor Sue McKortoff has lived in 
Osoyoos for more than 45 years, was 
married to Mel and raised two children, 
Ryan and Kirstin. 
Sue holds a Bachelor of Education 
degree and worked as a primary teacher 
at Osoyoos Elementary School for 34 

years. Sue continues to be involved at the school as a one-
to-one reading volunteer and also as the school liaison for 
the Osoyoos Art Gallery Committee. 

Sue volunteers for many Osoyoos community and service 
groups- Soroptimist International of Osoyoos, Osoyoos 
Market on Main, and Osoyoos Festival Society. Sue was 
Chair of the July 1st Cherry Fiesta for ten years, from 2002-
2011. 
As an Osoyoos Town Councillor for the 2011-2014 term, 
Sue was appointed to the Okanagan Regional Library 
Board, and was a council representative on EDAC, Advisory 
Design Panel, Restorative Justice Committee and the 
Emergency Executive Committee.

Get to know RDOS Directors - Director Sue McKortoff, Townof Osoyoos representative
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To residents 
and property 
owners in 
Apex, Heritage 
Hills/Lakeshore 
H i g h l a n d s ,  

Kaleden,  Okanagan Falls, Skaha 
Estates, St. Andrews, Twin Lakes, 
Upper Carmi, Vaseux Lake, and 
surrounding areas.
Have you wondered what services 
the regional district provides or 
how decisions are made about 
those services? What the cost of 
services is and how to have your 
say in decisions affecting your local 
community?
Over the next several months, the 
Area “D” Governance Study will 
provide you with answers to these 
questions, and offer opportunities 
for residents and property owners 
in the communities of Area “D” to 
share their perspectives: What’s 
working? What’s not? Why?
Ultimately, the Study will explore 
and propose options within the 

current regional district structure 
to improve the way in which Area 
“D” is governed and the way your 
local services are delivered.
The  first  step  in  the  process  
will  be  for  the  Committee  and  
the consultant engaged by the 
Committee to provide you with a 
series of summaries, or Fact Sheets, 
of the services the RDOS provides to 
the communities in Area “D”.  Each 
summary will explain the service, 
how it is delivered, how decisions 
are made, and what it costs.
By checking the RDOS Website, 
you will find a series of Fact Sheets 
about  governance  and  your  local  
services  including:  Water; Fire 
and Emergency Services; Sewer; 
Solid Waste; Bylaw Enforcement; 
Planning  and  Building  Inspection;  
Parks,  Trails  and  Recreation; 
Library; Transit; and Electoral Area 
Governance. These Fact Sheets 
will also be available at convenient 
locations in your communities.
Early in 2016, and following the 
publication of all the Fact Sheets, 

the Governance Study Committee 
will be asking for your ideas on RDOS 
services and governance through 
your participation in the first of two 
surveys  and a Governance Forum  
Open  House  and  Roundtable 
Discussion. Watch for posters and 
advertisements in the New Year.
If you will be away for all or part of 
the winter and want to stay involved 
with the Governance Study, you 
can participate, including with the 
surveys, by regularly checking the 
RDOS Area D Government Study 
webpage under “popular links” at 
www.rdos.bc.ca.
The Governance Study Committee 
continues it’s regularly scheduled 
meetings, which are open to the 
public. The next two meetings 
are Monday, November 2nd and 
Monday, December 7th both at 
6:30pm in the Club Room at the 
Okanagan Falls Community Centre 
Gym.

Get Information. Get Involved. 
Have your say.

 Electoral Area “D” Governance Study Committee Update

The Regional District of Okanagan-
Similkameen is excited to share 
information with citizens on our 
new Facebook page!  
Through our Facebook page, 
citizens will find information about 

RDOS initiatives, events, projects, public forums and 
official announcements.
“We are looking forward to adding to our current 
communications efforts to keep citizens up to date 
with what is happening in the RDOS,” says Chair, 
Mark Pendergraft.  “For many local governments, 
Facebook has been a great tool to share information 

and we want to offer that to the citizens of the RDOS 
as well.”
The RDOS is encouraging residents to “like” the page 
and get informed about what’s happening around 
the region by visiting us on our website at www.rdos.
bc.ca or check us out on Facebook!
At the RDOS, we’re working hard to connect with 
residents of the region, and to foster dynamic and 
effective community relationships. 
For further information, please contact Christy 
Malden, Manager of Legislative Services at (250) 
492-0237 or info@rdos.bc.ca.

The RDOS is now on Facebook!


