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Anarchist Mountain Fire Department 
 

Fire Chief Bulletin  
 
 

 

Urs Grob 
 
Cell 250-485-7955     115 Grizzley Road, Osoyoos, B.C. V0H 1V6 
 
chief@amfd.org     For news, visit our website www.amfd.org 
 
 

 

Dear Residents, 
CAN I BURN? 

 
The RDOS has lifted the burning ban; therefore, open burning is permitted.  However, the 
Anarchist Mountain Fire Department strongly recommends no burning until the snow is on the 
ground, or, until we have had a substantial amount of rain.  This week the Fire Department 
had to attend a grass fire that got out of control and resulted in a much larger and more 
serious fire than any of us want. 
 
When the burning ban is lifted, open burning is allowed under a number of regulations, 
restrictions and guidelines. 
 
Anyone who wants to conduct Open Burning (Category 2 & 3) must also comply with the 
Ministry of Environment's Environmental Act , the Open Burning Smoke Control Regulation 
and the Wildfire Act.  He/she is also required to check the Venting Index before burning. 
I have provided information regarding these on our website amfd.org under Information: Can I 
Burn?   
 
If you are going to burn, I strongly recommend you become familiar with the information 
provided and hopefully we will avoid the situation we had a few days ago. 
 
Regarding the Venting Index, the Venting Index is a term used in air pollution meteorology (It 
is also known as the Ventilation Index.) and is a numerical value related to the potential of the 
atmosphere to disperse airborne pollutants, such as smoke from a prescribed fire. It is an 
estimate of how well smoke will be carried away from the surface.  The higher the venting 
index, the better smoke will disperse.   
The Provincial Open Burn Smoke Control Regulation states that the Venting Index must be 
55 or greater to conduct an open burn.   
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 Here are some precautions to bear in mind: 
 

• Create a fireguard at least one metre around the planned fire site by clearing away 
twigs, grass, leaves and other combustible material. 

• Don’t let the spread of the fire dictate how big it becomes. Determine the fire’s size 
and perimeter before you begin burning. 

• Avoid large concentrations of fuel in a small area by making sure that the materials 
you’re burning are spread out evenly. 

• If you are planning a large burn, consider conducting smaller burns around the 
perimeter beforehand to create a fuel break and help stop the fire from spreading 
beyond its intended size. Each of these fires should be kept small and must be 
completely extinguished before starting a new fire. 

• Do not burn during windy conditions. Weather conditions can change quickly and carry 
embers to other combustible material and start new fires. 

• Never leave a fire unattended. 
• Ensure that enough people, water and tools are on hand to control the fire and prevent 

it from escaping. 
• A fire should not be lit near buildings, trees or other combustible material. 
• If conducting an open burn near fence posts, power poles or other infrastructure, first 

remove any flammable material from around the posts and burn a small strip around 
them before igniting the main fire. 

• Make sure that your fire is completely extinguished and the embers are cold before 
you leave the area. 

 
 
If you are going to conduct open burning category 3, please inform the Fire Department at   
250-485-7955 or chief@amfd.org 
 
Let's ensure we take the proper precautions to keep our mountain safe.  
 
Thank you for your support and cooperation. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
Urs Grob, Fire Chief AMFD 


