
 

 

Date: October 17, 2014     File: 51050-01\FR EBOLA 

        Cliff: 1003322 

 

To: First Responder Agencies 

 

Re: Ebola Virus Update 

 

To date, there have been no confirmed cases of Ebola in Canada, and the risk to residents 

of B.C. is very low. BCEHS will continue to focus on providing patient care to people 

across British Columbia while taking measures to be prepared for any rare case of Ebola.     

 

Call-takers are using specific screening questions to identify suspected cases of the Ebola 

Virus from patients who show the symptoms and have recently travelled from West 

Africa. This will minimize inadvertent contact with at risk patients.   

 

First Responders who are responding to patients with other emerging disease, such as 

influenza, are reminded to wear the proper Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). More 

information on PPE is included in the attached fact sheet. 

 

As a first responder, if you suspect a patient might have Ebola, ask if the patient has 

recently travelled to West Africa. If the answer is yes, ask the patient to stay in a 

comfortable position and go to a nearby outdoor space and phone the BCAS Dispatch 

Centre to ensure you receive appropriate medical and technical instructions. Minimize 

contact with others and potential contamination of your vehicle. This process has been 

established to protect first responders while providing patients with the proper care. 

 

For Your Action: Please review the attached fact sheet and FAQ’s to learn more about 

the Ebola Virus, symptoms, and more.  Updated information and FAQ’s will be shared 

with first responders as needed. 

 

Information 

Even though the risk of Ebola in Canada is very low, we must work together to protect 

ourselves and our patients. Further questions can be directed to my office or your local 

public health officer.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Signed original on file 

 

William Dick, MD, MSc, FRCPC 

Interim Vice President, Medical Programs 


